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Current Trends 


For the first time in its 41-year old history, FHA will have two maximum allowable 
interest rates. The single-family rate will be lowered to 8% percent, while the multifamily rate 
will remain at 9 percent. The new “two-tier” system was effective January 5. 


N.Y. Bricklayers Accept Wage Cut 


In New York. . . the ‘Brick layers Union has voluntarily accepted a cut in wages and 
benefits of 33 percent on small construction and renovation jobs. The cut will stay in effect 
until the expiration in 1978 of the current contract between the Union and the Associated 
Brick Mason Contractors of Greater New York. 


The Union said it was taking the action. . . in cooperation with the Contractors. . . to 
try to stimulate construction in New York City. ..and to try to help overcome the city’s 
financial crisis by encouraging the conversion of unused buildings and thus broaden the city’s 
tax base. About 80 percent of the area’s 4,000 byicklayers are presently unemployed. 


Bricklayers now earn $9.99 per hour... plus fringe benefits which come to another 
$4.53 per hour. Hourly wages will be reduced 25 percent and fringe benefits approximately 
50 percent. 


* 


Bridgeport Pays Most In Federal Taxes 


The Tax Foundation. ..a nonprofit research group. .. has surveyed the 123 Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas and has found that the Bridgeport, Connecticut area pays the 


most Federal taxes per capita of any area in the Nation. The Bridgeport area (which includes 

Stamford, Norwalk, and Danbury) had an average tax burden of $1,841 per person. The New 

York City area... was...to the surprise of many...tenth, with a per capita $1.570. 

Hartford was second ($1,740)...West Palm Beach-Boca Raton was third ($1,723) 
. followed by Washington, D.C. ($1,721)...Newark ($1,696)... Rockford, Illinois 
. ($1,654). .. and Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood ($1,594). 


The Foundation reported that the totals (covering Fiscal Year 1974) included Federal 
gift and estate taxes, excise, Social Security, corporate, and individual income taxes. . . and 
the figures were adjusted to reflect actual tax burden. . . not simply where they were paid. 


* 
AIA Installs 


Louis de Moll, FAIA, of Philadelphia has been installed as the President of the 
American Institute of Architects for 1976. He succeeds William Marshall, Jr., FAIA, of 
Norfolk, Virginia, as head of the 25,000-member national professional society. 


In addition to de Moll. . . five other officers were installed. They include the first vice 
president (president-elect) John M. McGinty, AIA, of Houston; three national vice presidents, 
Elmer E. Botsai, FAIA, of San Francisco; Carl L. Bradley, FAIA of Fort Wayne, Ind., and 
Robert L. Wilson, AIA, of Stamford, Conn., and treasurer, Charles E. Schwing, AIA, of 
Baton Rouge. 


De Moll... principal in charge of design in the Philadelphia firm of Ballinger 
Co.,... served as AIA first vice president for the past year. 





New Publications 


Metropolitan America in Contemporary Perspective...Edited by Amos H. Hawley 
and Vincent P. Rock. The volume systematizes and codifies the past 10 years of social 
science research on urban society by a group of distinguished scholars under the sponsorship 
of the National Academy of Science. Published by Halsted Press. 504 pages...$25 at 
bookstores. 


Public Housing Policy... Convention versus Reality...by Eugene J. Meehan, pro- 
fessor of Political Science, Center of Community and Metropolitan Studies, University of 
Missouri at St. Louis. Refutes the contention that public housing is a failure. . .even though 
it has had some monstrosities like Pruitt-[goe. Published by the Center for Urban Policy 
Research, Rutgers-the State University, New Brunswick, New Jersey 08903. 181 pages 
|} 


Dictionary of Architecture and Construction. . . Edited by Cyril M. Harris. A compre- 
hensive l-volume compilation of architectural and related subjects by a professor of 
Architecture and Electrical Engineering at Columbia. Created for nonspecialists... . features 
concise definitions of everyday terms in construction and associated fields. 553 pages 
... 1,775 illustrations. Published by McGraw-Hill Books. $35. 


Directory of Disaster-Related Technology. ..a compendium of studies, investigations, 
and research efforts... undertaken since 1970... relating to disaster preparedness, assistance, 
mitigation, and hazard reduction. Prepared by HUD’s Federal Disaster Assistance Administra- 
tion. For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. Price $8.85 
(0-591-525). 


Digest of Federal Disaster Assistance Programs... prepared by HUD’s Federal Disaster 
Assistance Administration. Defines and explains the Federal programs which supplement 
local, State, and private agency efforts when disasters strike. For sale by the Superintendent 
of Documents, Washington; D.C. 20402. Price $2.05 (023-000-00299-0). 


A Design Guide for Improving Residential Security. . . Revised edition. . . prepared for 
HUD’s Office of Policy Development and Research by the Center fer Residential Security 
Design of New York City. Provides current technology on the subject of residential security. 
Available from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. Price $1.65 
(023-000-00251-5). 


La Raza...a report on how the Ford Foundution has heiped. Mexican-Americans 
through La Raza...the first major organization formed to unite the various disparate 
Mexican groups in the Southwest. Free from the Ford Foundation, Office of Reports, 320 
East 43rd Street, New York, N.Y. 10007. 


Basic Laws and Authorities on Housing and Community Development, as amended 
July 31, 1975. Available from Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. Price 
$11.15 (052-070-03087-9). 


One and Two Family Dwelling Code. .. 1975 edition. The latest version of the model 
code document co-published by the Nation’s three model code organizations is now available. 
It incorporates all revisions approved by the active memberships of the joint publishing 
organizations. This 1975 edition also contains a new Appendix B, comprised of the existing 
span tables for joists and rafters and new tables of working stresses for joists and rafters. The 
price is $7.00 per copy for BOCA members and $8.00 per copy for nonmembers. Address 
orders to BOCA’s Publications Order Department, 1313 East 60th Street, Chicago, 60637. 
Nonmembers’ orders inust be prepaid or on a government jurisdiction’s purchase order. 


Exclusionary Land Use Litigation: Policy and Strategy for the Future. .. published by 
the National Committee Against Discrimination in Housing, Inc. This publication consists of 
papers prepared for a November 1974 Legal Conference on Exclusionary Land Use 
Litigation, convened by NCDH and the Potomac Institute, and also contains an “Overview,” 
prepared by the NCDH’s General Counsel. . . which highlights some of the issues discussed at 
the Conference. $4 postpaid. Order from NCDH, 1425 H St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. 





Neighborhood Preservation Projects Approved 


The Urban Reinvestment Task Force... initiated in 1974 as a joint HUD-FHLBB 
effort to promote the Neighborhood Preservation Program (NPP)... has approved several 
projects for Fiscal 1976. The Program... which provides... among other things. . . below- 
market-rate rehabilitation funds to owners of multifamily units. . . utilizes HUD Demon- 
stration funds plus substantial local funds in each city. Local funding includes General 
Revenue Sharing and Community Development Revenue Sharing funds. . . as well as matching 
grants from foundations or businesses. For FY ’76. ..HUD is providing the Task Force with 
$2.5 million. 


The NPPs approved are: 


The Berkeley (California) Housing Conservation Program covers conservation efforts 


in three neighborhoods by providing municipal services and public improvements. . . along 
with a program of support of private lenders in making high-risk loans. Through the working 
of the project... Berkeley will obtain the necessary information and experience to expand 
these conservation efforts into a city-wide program. The city’s commitment includes 
$550,000 in Revenue Sharing and Operating Funds to operate a revolving loan fund. . . and 
$750,000 for park improvements. 


Hoboken Multifamily Rehabilitation Project is to provide below market-rate rehabili- 


tation funds to owners of 6-10 multifamily units in central Hoboken. The funds will be 
provided through a combination of private lending institutions and interest-reduction grants 
financed by public money from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs and 
Community Development funds. An innovative Municipal Mortgage Insurance program to 
insure multifamily rehabilitation loans will also be tested. The program supplements the 
successful earlier Project Rehab Program and the Home Improvement Program (HIP). 


The Greater Hartford Process Commercial/Revitalization Project. The Neighborhood 
Capital Action Program in Hartford is designed to improve the appearance and consumer 
appeal of a four-block central shopping area Avenue adjacent to a $3.2 million dollar 
shopping center site and an existing rehabilitation project. The city has allocated Community 
Development funds and CETA personnel to implement this program. 


Village of Oak Park (Illinois) Neighborhood Preservation Program calls for a single- 
family and multifamily property maintenace program; intensive public safety and crime 
prevention program; a Village-wide elementary school strategy; revitalization of the com- 
mercial strip; and an effort to increase the availability of conventional mortgage and home 
improvement financing. An Equity Assurance Program to insure homeowner’s equity will also 
be tested. The neighborhood selected in Oak Park abuts the Austin Neighborhood program in 
Chicago. 


The Yonkers (New York) Multifamily Rehabilitation Program involves a partnership 


of property owners, tenants, the City Building Department, and mortgagees. .. who have 
joined together to upgrade large apartment buildings in order to stabilize the surrounding 
neighborhood. The city has committed $350,000 in Community Development funds to two 
city Divisions. .. Building and Housing... and part of these funds will be. allocated to this 
program. In addition. ..the city has agreed to a tax-abatement program to enable building 
owners to allocate additional revenue for property rehabilitation. 


The Worcester (Massachusetts) Neighborhood Preservation Program. The Worcester 


Cooperation Council, Inc. (WCCI) in cooperation with Transitional Employment Enterprises, 
Inc. (TEE) and HUD’s experimental Hazard Elimination Program will test innovative methods 
of lead paint removal in the Crown Hill neighborhood’ of Worcester. In conjunction with this 
effort and with a grant from the National Endowments for the Arts (NEA) and the City of 
Worcester, WCCI and Worcester Heritage Society will restore structures of architectural and 
historic interest in Crown Hill. (continued) 





Neighborhood Projects-continued 
The Urban Edge Neighborhood Preservation Project in Jamaica Plain, Boston, 


Massachusetts. Urban Edge has developed a homeownership development program in coopera- 
tion with the City of Boston to acquire, rehab, and market vacant dwellings. The City’s 
Homestead Program includes Jamaica Plain as one of its four demonstration neighborhoods. 

The Westwood Park Neighborhood Development Project in San Francisco. The 
Housing Conservation Institute of the San Francisco Development Fund is working with the 
city and a number of S&L’s and commercial banks to preserve the city’s sound neighbor- 
hoods that show early signs of deterioration. The program will provide Westwood Park 
residents with technical assistance in home improvement packaging and financing, financial 
analysis, and neighborhood organization. The city has committed resources to improve public 
amenities in Westwood Park and the Ocean Avenue commercial strip. An innovative financing 
program will be tested to redevelop Ocean Avenue. 


: * 
Report Available 


Techniques for Intergovernmental Redevelopment of the Hackensack 
Meadowlands... prepared by the State of New Jersey... examines the major problems 
involved in the development of the Hackensack Meadowlands and shows their relationship to 
other regional redevelopment problems. The report contains a discussion of regional 
redevelopment in general including such aspects as definitions, patterns, governmental 
problems, and how best to overcome these problems. It focuses specifically on the 
Hackensack Meadowlands, describes its particular characteristics in relation to regional 
redevelopment and points out the desirable attributes of establishing a mechanism for 
development. Also contained in the report are possible inter-jurisdictional and area-wide 
cooperative approaches to the development and financing of the Meadowlands. The research 
served as the basis for legislation which created the Hackensack Meadowlands Development 
Commission. 

Request for copies of the report should be sent to the Division of State and Regional 


Planning, New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, P.O. Box 2768, Trenton, N.J. 
08625. . 
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